[Preventive dental care from a sociological viewpoint].
In this essay the question is examined: Are there tendencies to "medicalisation" in the actual programmes of oral prevention? Medicalisation is interpreted as a subordination of the daily behaviour of clients under control of the medical system. Two possibilities of implementation of oral prophylaxis are discussed: Alternation of a concept of strict supervision and a concept of "oral self-care" emphasising more elements of behavioural self-control and empowerment.